
 

Moral Psychology (Philosophy 380) 
Moral Judgment and Decision Making               Instructor: Asia Ferrin 

aferrin@iit.edu 
Siegel Hall 235 

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 1:30-2:30, & by appt 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 

Philosophers have long been interested in the nature of our moral judgments and decision 
making. What leads one to judge that stealing is wrong? Or that I should help someone in 
need if I can? How does one know that her moral evaluations, for example that one ought 
to be punished for intentionally causing harm, are good or correct evaluations? And why 
are we sometimes, but not always, motivated by our moral judgments? When are we on 
the line, or off the hook, for our moral judgments and decisions? These kinds of questions 
investigate how moral judgment and decision-making work in our daily lives as well as 
the normative nature of moral judgment and decision making. In this class we explore 
various theories of moral psychology in an attempt to gain further insight into the forces 
and consequences of our daily experiences of moral judgment and decision making.  

 
 
LEARNING GOALS 
 

By the end of this course, I hope that students will a) have a strong understanding of 
various theories of moral judgment and decision making, b) be able to make connections 
between the content of the course and their own experiences in moral judgment and 
decision making, c) be able to skillfully express their ideas about the course content in 
verbal and written form, and d) be able to accurately interpret and charitably engage with 
others’ ideas. In this course, we will work on developing specific skills that will help us 
meet these learning goals, such as:  
 
1. Ability to engage in difficult discussions 

! Listen to others 
! Accurately and concisely summarize others’ arguments 
! Charitably evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in others’ arguments 
! Recognize one’s own assumptions and biases 
! Make positive contributions/help move the conversation forward 

 
2. Ability to use writing to express oneself and effectively communicate 

! Cultivate active reading to comprehend dense and controversial texts 
! Accurately and concisely summarize others’ arguments 
! Charitably evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in others’ arguments 
! Develop one’s own arguments 
! Apply theoretical commitments to specific, concrete cases 
! Write clearly, concisely, and straightforwardly 
! Write persuasively 

 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS 



 

 
• Moral Psychology: Historical and Contemporary Readings. 2010. Edited by Thomas 

Nadelhoffer, Eddy Nahmias, and Shaun Nichols.  (listed as MP on reading schedule) 
• Women and Moral Theory. 1987. Edited by Eva Feder Kittay and Diana T. Meyers. (listed 

as WMT on reading schedule).  
• Additional required readings will be posted on the course website 

 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
1. Reading Questions and Free-writing: For each class, you will bring a small amount of writing. 

On Tuesdays, you will answer a set of questions designed to assist with reading comprehension.  
On Thursdays, you will bring a free-writing assignment designed to help you begin the process of 
thinking critically about the text (*free-writing can be in a language other than English). Reading 
questions (RQ) and free-writing (FW) must be typed and will be due at the beginning of each 
class. To get full credit for these assignments, you must bring a hard copy to class with you 
and submit a copy online at our course website. RQ and FW submitted online but not brought 
to class, or vice versa, will get half credit. Late RQ and FW will not be accepted; your two lowest 
scores will be dropped. Sometimes, volunteers will be asked to share their free-write in class. 
(40%) 
 

2. Class discussions:  The skills we will practice in this class to help us develop the ability to engage 
in difficult conversations include: listening to others, accurately and concisely summarizing 
others’ arguments, charitably evaluating arguments, recognizing your own assumptions and 
biases, and making positive contributions to discussion.  Throughout the quarter, we will complete 
brief evaluations of our progress on these skills. The evaluations will be three-part: you will 
evaluate yourself, be anonymously evaluated by a peer, and be evaluated by me. (10%) 

 
3. Formal writing:  You will be required to write two short papers that exhibit several of the key 

writing skills that we will be practicing in class such as summarizing, raising objections, and 
offering solutions. We will discuss the writing guidelines and the rubric for the papers in the first 
few weeks of class. At the end of the semester, you will revise, integrate, and build upon these two 
short papers for one longer final paper. Late work will not be accepted unless due to a 
documented emergency. (35%) 

 
4. Group presentation: Student groups (of 3-4) will be responsible for presenting course 

material as well as leading discussion for one class (or one hour) in the final weeks of the 
quarter. Students will be graded on content comprehension, clarity in presentation, and ability 
to collaborate well. (10%) 

 
5. Symposium on Moral Judgment and Decision-Making: The Spring Symposium on Moral 

Judgment and Decision-Making will be focused on many of the themes from our class. 
Student participation in this symposium is required. More details about how to be involved 
will follow in the first few weeks of the semester. (5%) 

 
 
 
 



 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 

READING and ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE 
 

Date Reading  Assignments  
Tuesday, January 13 No reading due None 
Thursday, January 15 • “How to Read Philosophy”  

• Shaun Nichols: Introduction (MP: 7-11) 
Free-write (FW) 
# 1 

 
RATIONALISM 
Tuesday, January 20 
 

• Immanuel Kant: Introduction to Groundwork for 
the Metaphysics of Morals (MP: 37-40) 

• Lawrence Kohlberg: The Claim to Moral 
Adequacy of a Highest Stage of Moral Judgment 
(MP: 40-48) 

Reading 
Questions (RQ) 
#1  

Thursday, January 22 Supplementary Material: TBD  FW #2 
 
EMOTION AND MORAL JUDGMENT 
Tuesday, January 27 • David Hume: Selections from Enquiries 

Concerning the Principles of Morals (MP: 32-37) 
• Jesse Prinz: The Emotional Basis of Moral 

Judgments (on course website) 

RQ #2 

Thursday, January 29 Catriona MacKenzie: Emotions, reflection, and moral 
agency (on course website)  

FW #3 

 
INTUITION AND MORAL JUDGMENT 
Tuesday, February 3 • Thomas Nadelhoffer: Introduction to Intuition 

and Moral Judgment (MP: 309-315) 
• Judith Jarvis Thomson: The Trolley Problem 

(MP: 327-335) 

RQ #3 

Thursday, February 5  Supplementary Material: TBD FW #4 
Tuesday, February 10 • Jonathan Haidt: The Emotional Dog and Its 

Rational Tail (MP: 343-359) 
• Joshua Greene: The Secret Joke of Kant’s Soul 

(MP: 359-373) 

RQ #4 

Thursday, February 12  How to Write a Philosophy Paper FW #5 
 
CHARACTER AND MORAL JUDGMENT 
Tuesday, February 17 • Eddie Nahmias: Introduction (MP: 163-167) 

• Aristotle: Selections from Nichomachean Ethics 
(MP: 172-179) 

• Stanley Milgram: Behavioral Study of Obedience 
(MP: 179-187) 

RQ #5 



 

Thursday, February 19 Student selection #1 FW #6 
Tuesday, February 24 • Lee Ross and Richard Nisbett: Selections from 

The Person and the Situation (MP: 187-197) 
• John Doris: Persons, Situations, and Virtue Ethics 

(MP: 197-210) 

• RQ # 6 
• Paper #1 

Thursday, February 26 Supplementary Material: TBD FW #7 
Tuesday, March 3 • Rachana Kamtekar: Situationism and Virtue 

Ethics on the Content of our Character (MP: 210-
224) 

• Maria Merritt: Virtue Ethics and Situationist 
Personality Psychology (MP: 224-230) 

RQ #7 

Thursday, March 5 Student Selection #2 FW #8 
 
MORAL JUDGMENT WITHOUT AWARENESS 
Tuesday, March 10 • Bernard Williams: Persons, Character, and 

Morality (on course website) 
• Emmanual Levinas: Secularization and Hunger 

(on course website) 

RQ #8 

Thursday, March 12 Nomy Arpaly: Chapter Two from Unprincipled 
Virtue (on course website) 

FW #9 

Tuesday, March 24 • Michael Brownstein and Alex Madva: Ethical 
Automaticity (on course website) 

• Hanno Sauer: Educated intuitions: Automaticity 
and Rationality in Moral Judgment (on course 
website) 

RQ #9 

Thursday, March 26 Supplementary Material: TBD FW #10 
 
MORAL JUDGMENT AND GENDER  
Tuesday, March 31 • Carole Gilligan: Moral Orientation and Moral 

Development (WMT: 19-33) 
• RQ #10 
• Paper #2 

Thursday, April 2 Supplementary Material: TBD FW #11 
Tuesday, April 7 • Seyla Benhabib: The Generalized and The 

Concrete Other: The Kohlberg-Gilligan 
Controversy and Moral Theory. (WMT: 154-177) 

RQ #11 

Thursday, April 9 Supplementary Material: TBD FW #12 
Tuesday, April 14 • Annette Baier: Hume, The Women’s Moral 

Theorist? (WMT: 37-55) 
• George Sher: Other Voices, Other Rooms? 

Women’s Psychology and Moral Theory (WMT: 
179-189) 

RQ #12 

Thursday, April 16 Student selection #3 FW #13 
 

Tuesday, April 21 • Diana T. Meyers: The Socialized Individual and 
Individual Autonomy: An Intersection between 
Philosophy and Psychology (WMT: 139-153) 

RQ #13 
 



 

• Marilyn Friedman: Care and Context in Moral 
Reasoning (WMT: 190-204) 

Thursday, April 23 Thanksgiving Break. No class  
Tuesday, April 28 Jonathan E. Adler: Moral Development and the 

Personal Point of View (WMT: 205-235) 
RQ #14 

Thursday, April 30 Last day of class. No reading assigned. FW #14  
Final 
 

No reading assigned. You must attend class to submit 
final assignments. 

Final Paper 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


