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Philosophy 100: Introduction to Philosophy 

                     Instructor: Asia Ferrin 

aferrin@u.washington.edu 
Savery Hall 378 

Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 1:30-2:30, & by appt 

Class Description: 
The aim of this course is to introduce students to philosophical thinking and various philosophical 

theories and puzzles. Questions posed to students will include: What is Philosophy? Do We Have 

Knowledge of the World Around Us?  What is the Self? and What is Justice? Students will be 

encouraged to engage in the collaborative activity of examining and evaluating how such questions 
have been answered in various philosophical texts.  

 

Required Texts  

 Philosophical Problems: An Annotated Anthology, Second Edition, eds. Laurence BonJour and Ann 

Baker 

 Additional required readings will be available electronically via catalyst.  

 

Assignments and Grading: 
1. Daily Reading Quizzes: There will be a five minute quiz at the beginning of each class where you 

will be asked to write one paragraph on a specific question about the reading due that day. The 

questions will mostly come from the “Questions for Analysis” that can be found at the end of each 

reading in the textbook. Quizzes will be graded on a scale of + (5 pts),  (3 pts), or – (1 pts). We have 
25 assigned readings, and there will be 23 quizzes, for a possible total of 115 points. There will be no 

makeup for the quizzes. However, the quizzes will be graded out of 100 points, so you will not be 

penalized harshly for missing a quiz or two, and completing every quiz gives you a chance for extra 
credit. The aim of the quizzes is to measure your understanding of the readings and help guide our 

critical reflection during class. You will need to bring a bluebook to log your quiz answers. (20%) 

 

2. Skills Exercises: Skills exercises provide students with an opportunity to practice the philosophical 
skills we will be learning. There will be two to three skills exercises per week, for a total of 22 skills 

exercises. Each skills exercise will be worth five points, for a possible total of 110 points. Skills 

exercises will be graded on a scale of + (5 pts),  (3 pts), or – (1pt). There will be no makeup for 
skills exercises. However, the exercises will be graded out of 100 points, so you will not be penalized 

harshly for missing an exercise or two, and completing every exercise gives you a chance for extra 

credit. Most skills exercises will be in class, though several will be assigned as homework (20%) 

 

3. 2 Short Papers (3-4 pages): You will be required to write two papers that exhibit several of the key 

philosophical skills that we will be practicing in class – namely making arguments and considering 

objections and responses. We will discuss the writing guidelines and the rubric for the paper as the due 
date draws closer. A rough draft for each paper will be due two weeks before the final draft is due. 

Papers will cumulatively equal 200 points. (Each rough draft = 3%. First Paper = 14%. Second 

Paper = 20%) 

 

4. Final Exam:  There will be a cumulative final exam in this course that will consist of fifty multiple 

choice questions (two points each) about the course readings, lectures, and discussions. There will not 

be a review sheet. If you keep up with the readings, attend class, and keep good notes, you will be 
plenty prepared for the exam. (20%) 

 

Participation:  Active engagement in the classroom is not only crucial to thinking philosophically but is also 
an important guide to the instructor with respect to what issues students need to discuss further.  Class 

participation may positively affect your final grade.  However, failure to participate in class discussion will not 

directly adversely affect your final grade, unless assigned as a skills exercise. 
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Reading Schedule 

 

Week 1: What is Philosophy?    

Ann Baker: Introduction to Philosophical Thinking (pp. 1-17) 

Plato: Euthyphro (pp. 17-26) 

Plato:  Apology (pp. 26-37) 

 

Week 2: -- What is Philosophy? continued 

Bertrand Russell: The Value of Philosophy (pp. 37-41) 

Andrea Nye: It’s Not Philosophy (on catalyst) 

John Dewey: Experience and the Philosophical Method (on catalyst) 

 

Week 3: Do We Have Knowledge of the World Around Us? 

René Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation I (pp. 46-49) 

René Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation II (pp. 49-52) 

René Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy, Meditation III (pp. 52-63) 

 

Week 4: Knowledge – continued 

John Locke: An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (pp. 64-74) 

Sextus Empiricus: Outlines of Pyrrhonism (pp. 118-120) 

Lorraine Code:  Is the Sex of the Knower Epistemologically Significant? (on catalyst) 
 

Week 5: Who Are We?  
John Locke: Personal Identity (pp. 220-226) 

Thomas Reid: Of Mr. Locke’s Account of Personal Identity (pp. 226-228) 

Bernard Williams: The Self and the Future (pp. 228-237) 
 

Week 6: Personal Identity -- continued 

W.E.B. Du Bois: Of Our Spiritual Strivings in The Souls of Black Folk (on catalyst) 

María Lugones: Playfulness, ‘World’-Traveling and Loving Perception (on catalyst) 
 

Week 7: What is Justice and How do We Achieve it?  

Robert Nozick: The Entitlement Theory of Justice (pp. 475-483) 
John Rawls: Justice as Fairness (pp. 483-495) 

 

Week 8:  Justice – continued  

Charles W. Mills: Excerpt from The Racial Contract (on catalyst) 
David Shipler: At the Edge of Poverty (on catalyst) 

 

Week 9: Justice – continued  
Robert Nozick: A Critique of Rawls (pp. 495-501) 

Thomas M. Scanlon Nozick on Rights, Liberty, and Property (pp. 501-510) 

Annete Baier: The Need for More than Justice (on catalyst) 

 
 

 

 

 

 


